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A Call To Prayer 
For The Assembly 


The ninety-third General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States will convene in Montreat, N. C., on June 4, 1953, at 7:30 
P.M. Important matters will be before that Highest Court of our Church 

matters that will affect the life and work of the Churches throughout 
the Assembly for another year, and on. More than 400 commissioners 
elders and ministers—will gather representing every Presbytery of the 
Assembly. Representatives of all the Boards and Agencies of the As- 
sembly will also be present to give an accounting of their work. All of 
these people have weighty, determinative responsibilities resting upon 
them. They need the prayers of the people of the Church whom they 


represent or whom they are commissioned to serve. 
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EDITORIAL 


A Further Look At The 
1952 Plan Of Union 


As time has permitted further study and examina- 
tion of the Plan of Union, in the light of remarks 
by sundry members of our Church—not all of them 
opposed to union—new difficulties come to light. 
We shall note three more of these here. 


1. The Deacon is Demoted. 

An examination of chapter 10 and chapter 34 
of the Plan show that the Deacon is radically de- 
moted from the high place he occupies in our 
Church. In our Church, he is charged with the 
administration of the temporal affairs of the congre- 
gation. In the Plan, as in the USA Church, “The 
duties of the trustees of a particular church shall 
be confined exclusively to the management of the 
temporal affairs of said particular church,” p. 185. 
That is, the trustees rather than the deacons man- 
age the temporal business of the Church, while the 
deacons merely handle the small funds, often the 
second offering taken on communion Sunday, for 
the needy of the congregation. And in any other 
work in the administration of the church they act 
only “‘as shall be agreed upon with the approval and 
under the direction of the session.” 


In our Church the deacon has the care of the 
property of the congregation and the administration 
of the current expenses of the Church. Moreover, 
“it is their duty to develop the grace of liberality in 
the members of the church, to devise methods of 
collecting the gifts of the people, and to distribute 
these gifts,” B. C. O. 45, 47. In the Plan of Union 
there is no location of the responsibility for develop- 
ing stewardship and the grace of giving in the local 
church. For this and other reasons to be mentioned, 
it is reliably: estimated that the adoption of the 
Plan of Union will mean a loss in offerings for 
denominational benevolences of three million dol- 
lars a year, 
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2. The Regional Synods are Out. 

One of the advocates of union was recently meet- 
ing objections to union by citing the place and pow- 
ers of the regional synods to protect Southern Pres- 
byterians from adverse actions by majorities in the 
Assembly. The listener interrupted by reminding 
him that in the 1952 Plan the Regional Synods were 
out. This program of regional synods seems to have 
been a sop offered the South to get us interested at 
first, and then when the proponents of union de- 
cided that we were “in the bag’ anyway it was 
withdrawn. This means that in the event of union, 
Atlanta cannot expect to be even a subsidiary cen- 
ter. No doubt, however, the properties of the Pres- 
byterian Associates can be sold and their assets 
transferred to New York or Philadelphia for addi- 
tion to the resources of the boards located in those 
centers of the united Church. 


3. Our Boards are Handed 
Over to the USA Church. 


Under concurrent declaration number 5 of the 
Plan of Union provision for the merging of the 
several boards is not to be made in advance of the 
union, but after the accomplishment of the union, 
and then by a Special Commission in which the 
U.S. Church is to have 15 out of 50 members. This 
means they decide entirely how our boards will fare 
in the merger. It means, according to their expressed 
philosophy, that since the USA plan of board con- 
trol is “suitable for a large Church”—and ours 
“only for a small Church’’—and since after the 
merger the Church will be larger still—that their 
plan and procedure will be adopted. And if we 
dare demur that our Southern Program is getting 
more per capita for World Missions, and meaning 
more new congregations in proportion to size, and 
a more rapidly growing membership . . . well we 
are likely to learn that when they have the votes 
they carry things with as much finesse as the New 
York machine ran over Mr. Taft in the last two 
Republican conventions. Indeed, we may even feel 
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the bite of the new form of discipline under which 


the Plan of Union regiments us, that is, Adminis- 
trative Discipline. 


When some half dozen Scots came down to the 
Westminster Assembly composed of over a hun- 
dred English representatives they were courteously 
offered seats, the privilege of speaking, serving on 
committees, and voting. The canny Scots accepted 
the earlier offers, but as to voting replied, ““We shall 
vote by nations.” Before the merger the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States can vote as a 
unit, with a vote as big as that of the USA Church 
on what is to become of our Board of World Mis- 
sions, our Board of Women’s Work, of Church 
Extension, and of Christian Education. But after 
the merger, they will have 25 votes to our 15, and 
they will have the votes in the Assembly to back 
up their numbers on the Commission. Indeed, men 
are asking whether the 1952 document be a Plan 
of Union, or only an agreement to unite on a plan 
to be worked out after we are only a small section 
of the united church. 


We pointed out in our earlier article, that the 
Plan of Union gives up the glorious doctrine of 
the sole Kingship of Christ over His Body, the 
Church—the doctrine that gave us corporate ex- 
istence, and has been the testimony of our Church 
ever since. We pointed out, also, that the Plan 
eliminates the safeguards we have erected in the 
Presbyterian Church, US, to maintain the full 
biblical testimony of our Lord Jesus Christ. This 
study shows that our assets in Boards, in a measure 
of local autonomy by means of Regional Synods, 
and in the Deacon who has so magnificently devel- 
oped the grace of giving are all to be sacrificed. 
Some years ago, a motion was introduced into the 
Synod of Alabama asking that union be consum- 
mated on any and every basis. This motion was de- 
feated in the Synod, but a study of the Plan of 
Union leaves one wondering whether the sacrifice 
of one after another of our assets has not been 
directed by some such thinking as underlay that 


motion, == wy CR. 


At Such A Cost! 


There is always an element of drama in an auc- 
tion, Some may be interested as spectators, others 
are engaged in active bidding, while often mingled 
with the crowd are those to whom has been dele- 
gated the job of “bidding in” the article or the 
property being auctioned, should it appear that the 
desired price is not going to be offered. 


However, occasionally a truly dramatic incident 
may occur. Someone has appraised the article and 
has determined to buy it at any price. Should there 
be two such competing bidders a truly interesting 
situation develops until finally one pays the highest 
price, there are no further bids, and the successful 
bidder has the article in question awarded him. 


In such a situation there are two interesting ele- 
ments. What is the article really worth? and, why 
is the bidder so anxious to buy it? 


In the matter of man’s salvation there are three 
elements which all of us are wise to consider, These 
are, the effect of sin, the value of the human soul 
and the price God was willing to pay for our re- 
demption. 


The first two can only be understood, even in 
part, when we consider the price God was willing 
to pay. One of His attributes is that He is a rational 
God; all things are done in order and with a pur- 
pose. With God there is no waste, nor are there 
ever any miscalculations. This being true how im- 
pressive is the fact that God found it necessary to 
send His Son into the world to die for the redemp- 
tion of mankind. 


While it can be truthfully said that all of the 
implications of the cross can never be encompassed 
in human statements, nevertheless the Scriptures 
are explicit as to its meaning so that even a fool may 
understand. “But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us. Much more then, being now justified by 
His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
Him.” 


Here, encompassed in a few words, we find God’s 
love, man’s sinfulness, Christ’s blood shed as an 
atonement for our sins, and, redemption through 
Him from the wrath to come. 


With the price of our redemption the sacrifice 
of the eternal Son of God Himself, how terrible 
must be sin and its effects and how precious the 
souls of men? 


That men are unconcerned over sin, except as it 
may inconvenience them, is only to be explained by 
the fact that Satan has blinded their hearts. Men 
become tremendously excited over cancer and right- 
ly so but what about sin which has brought in its 
wake misery and death? not just death of the body 
but eternal separation from God? One has but to 
take his morning newspaper and read a recital of 
sin and its immediate effects on mankind, and yet, 
millions go on unconcerned because they are spirit- 
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ually blind. “The wages of sin is death,” is there for 
all to see but not until God’s Holy Spirit opens 
blinded eyes do we begin to appreciate what sin 
really is, 


In this picture of God’s redemption we also see 
something of the value of the human soul. If man 
were but a higher form of animal, ending his exis- 
tence at death, redemption would have little signifi- 
cance. True, there are those who seem to feel that 
man has been made primarily to live a useful life 
in this world, but we Presbyterians still believe 
that man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy 
Him forever; our lives on this earth being but a 
prelude of a glorious eternity with Him. It is the 
soul, with its eternal value, created for fellowship 
with the Creator, which makes it so wonderfully 
precious. 


While words fail to adequately express these 
great truths we all will be wise to consider them, 
for otherwise we cannot even begin to appreciate 
the salvation which is ours. 


The soul, created 
Him by sin. 


for God but separated from 


The price of redemption,—the sacrificial death of 


the Son of God Himself. 
“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were 
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. - - - - 


For through Him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father.” —L.N.B. 


The PlanOf Union 


(Following is the 


U USSIN g 


first in a series of articles dis- 
weaknesses in the proposed plan of union 
between the three Presbyterian bodies in 
America and now before our Church for study by 
the ministers and other interested persons). 


The Profession Of Faith 


mayor 


On Page 96 of the proposed Plan of Union, there 
are outlined the questions to be used and the pro- 
cedure to be followed by 
receiving new members on 


the session of a church 
a profession of faith. 
Anyone who is familiar with the present Book of 
Church Order will immediately be struck by the 
fact that certain significant questions included in 
the Book of Church Order are missing from the 
Plan of Union. The Plan of Union specifies that a 
profession of faith be made by candidates seeking 
admission into the Church, but the exact nature of 
this profession is outlined in words that are both 
vague and ambiguous. certain things 
deemed essential by the Confession of Faith are 
omitted from the administration of this ordinance. 
Candidates are not required to affirm their belief 
that they are lost without Christ, justly deserving 
the displeasure of God and without hope save in 
His mercy. Nor are they 


\oreover, 


required to believe that 
in Christ alone is there salvation. Moreover. there 
is no direct connection established between the can- 
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didate’s view of Christ and the Gospel picture of 
Christ as it is outlined in the Confession. 


These omissions are serious. It may be said, in 
their defense, that the Confession upon which the 
Church stands is full and explicit regarding these 
particulars. Anyone who wishes to know what the 
Church believes may find it printed plainly else- 
where in its Standards. Moreover, it may be argued, 
there is no need to specify the exact nature of a pro- 
fession of faith, since the common practice of the 
Church is well established. 


The first of these objections, that the Confession 
specifies what the new Book of Church Order omits, 
needs careful consideration. Church members do not 
read the Confession of Faith. Their contact with 
the principles for which the denomination stands is 
through the public ordinances of the Church. They 
come into contact with the faith of the Church by 
listening to the preaching delivered from the pulpit 
and by witnessing the administration of the sacra- 
ments. The ordinances of the Church must echo the 
Confession if they are to be true to it; they must 
exhibit the convictions upon which Christians rely. 
If the public ordinances of the Church do not reflect 
the Confession or are false to it, then a false pic- 
ture of Presbyterianism is depicted before the peo- 
ple and the way is legally opened for detrimental 
modifications of the Presbyterian tradition, Persons 
may legally be received into the Church who do not 
believe in its tenets. And Presbyterians who do not 
take the trouble to read the Confession may never 
hear the articles of faith that the Church deems 
essential related to such important events as the 
reception of new members into Christ’s body. 


The second argument, that the common practice 
of the Church is well established, involves a dan- 
gerous assumption, It is not our practice to commit 
essential elements of our Church’s faith and polity 
to “tradition.”” Granted that most everyone knows 
what we normally require in a profession of faith, 
it is the business of our Standards to declare in de- 
tail precisely what these requirements are. We are 
witnessing, today, in certain parts of the world, the 
way in which even history can be changed to suit 
the purposes of those who wish to make history serve 
their own ends. False reports have been circulated 
for so long a time and so thoroughly that they are 
now believed by persons who once knew them to be 
false. In much the same way, after a few generations 
of Presbyterians have been received into the Church 
without being reminded that Christ is the only way 
of salvation (except, perhaps, by a few oldsters who 
remember when the Book of Church Order includ- 
ed such an affirmation) it will be forgotten that 
Presbyterians ever believed such a thing. 


These dangers we must certainly avoid. Any 
document to which we shall be expected to sub- 
scribe, must include those necessary provisions relat- 
ing to the profession of faith requiredgof Christians 
that are now comprehended within our Book of 
Church Order, 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 8 


Angling Continued 


When a hard working man plans to go (fin) fish- 
ing he considers it as an incident apart from his 
business. Indeed he takes pride in saying, “business 
is business—and fishing is fishing.” He regards it 
as unethical to allow one to interfere with the other. 
And, doubtless, he is right. But in this matter of fish- 
ing for souls sometimes one’s business can easily be- 
come a channel for a real “catch’—and not only 
without doing the business any harm but rather help- 
ing it. Besides, with a Christian the King’s Business 
is first in importance. A merchant declined to allow 
a church worker to place a card in his window an- 
nouncing the date of a revival, saying “I don’t believe 
in mixing religion with business.” He had a per- 
fect right to refuse on grounds of window-dressing 
policy, but he was wrong in thinking religious prin- 
ciples had no part in business. Some of the greatest 
business and industrial establishments of all time 
have been built from the foundation on Christian 
principles. At this very moment | have two friends, 
both very successful in their respective lines of busi- 
ness. They are forming a partnership in an industrial 
enterprise, and one of their first agreements is to 
give a tithe of the profits to the Lord. I confidently 
predict that the project will prove a success and very 
profitable. Both men have been strict tithers for 
sometime and have found highest satisfaction in it. 
“In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall di- 
rect thy paths.” (Prov. 3:6). And if He directs one’s 
path it is bound to lead to a happy somewhere. “Seest 
thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand 
before kings.” That is from the Scriptures—Prov. 
22:29. The Word of God has a definite place in 
one’s business. William Carey was a shoemaker. He 
used his trade to finance his preparation to become 
a missionary. F. Deaville Walker, one of his biogra- 
phers, says; “Desiring to become an efficient preach- 
er of the Gospel, he counted no effort too great. He 
never sat at his work without a book before him; 
and as he carried his stock of new made shoes to the 
neighboring towns or returned with a supply of leath- 
er, he went over the subject he was studying, making 
it forever his own. In all this we can trace the dom- 
nant trait of his character—plod. In old age he said 
to his nephew: ‘Eustace, if after my removal any one 
should think it worth while to write my life, . . . if 
he give me credit for being a plodder, he will de- 
scribe me justly. I can plod. Those three great 
vords, ‘I can plod,’ are the master-key of his life— 
nd he placed that master-key in the hands of Christ. 

. . We can picture our hero in his untidy little 
vorkshop, in his workaday clothes and leather apron, 
vith two or three nails in his mouth and a volume 
ing open beside him. From time to time between 
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the strokes of his hammer, he glances at the book 
and then works on without speaking. It needs but a 
glance to see that he is thinking as well as working.” 


Thus William Carey superimposed his high spirit- 
ual objective upon the work of his hands and mind 
as he earned his living, to become as a soul winner 
one of the greatest missionaries of all time. Yes, ev- 
ery day business and spiritual achievement can go 
happily hand in hand, to the mutual enhancement of 
both. 


Now let's leave the classroom and go out with a 
Fuller Brush salesman in Pennsylvania, who receives 
the Award for this week, and to whom a leather- 
bound copy of the Testament For Fishers Of Men is 
being forwarded by the next mail: 


Dear ANGLERS: 


One day on my Fuller Brush route I handed a cus- 
tomer a Gospel tract along with the receipt for her 
order. She said, “I have been seeking something for 
a long time. I want to be a good mother. My chil- 
dren need ‘religion’ and I don’t have it to give them.” 
What an opening! She had been studying Christian 
Science but it had not met her need. After explain- 
ing some of its false philosophies I gave a short ex- 
planation of the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ 
for her sins, and gave her a Gospel of John to read. 
Ten days later I discovered that she had accepted 
Christ that night, and had now obtained peace such 
as she had never known before in all her life. 


(Name withheld ). 


(Editors comment: Handing to a prospect a 
“Gospel of John” has proved effective in many, many 
cases, especially when accompanied by personal wit- 
ness and a prayer, “For the Word of God is sharper 
than a two edged sword.” Let’s have your “experi- 
ence’ now, and if you have not had one, go “a fish- 
ing’ and get one. It will refresh your own soul. 
This is the way our Lord intended that His church 
should grow.—Acts 1:8). 





Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 

















Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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“Calvin Said...” 
(On The Mythical Union With Christ) 


“And that is not all that is said of Jesus Christ 
(viz. that he died and rose again for us), but also 
that he is our head, and that we live of his true 
substance, just as a tree draws life from its sap, and 
as the head of a man pours its life into the whole 
body. Thus we are in a secret and wonderful union 
beyond the natural order, so long as Jesus Christ 
does not cease to dwell in us as he is in heaven.”* 


Probably the most important concept governing 
Calvin's view of Christian experience both on the 
individual level and within the Church was that of 
the mystical union which every believer enjoys with 
Christ. By reason of the mystical union, each be- 
liever participates in Christ and in Christ's body, the 
Church. By reason of this union, the Church is 
Christ and the Church acting becomes Christ acting. 


But the practical effect of Calvin’s preoccupation 
with the mystical union is not a true mysticism, al- 
though Calvin cannot be denied kinship with the 
true Christian mystic. The mystic, in whom a great 
deal of interest is being shown today, is ordinarily 
one who finds that an intimate, vital union with the 
divine Spirit is the essence of religious experience. 
With this Calvin would agree. But the mystic also 
ordinarily believes in the immediate, direct appre- 
hension of religious truth apart from the use of 
external “means.” There is an element of spon- 
taneity in true mysticism, whereby God is viewed as 
speaking directly to the human heart through His 
Spirit. This speech, which is heard when the human 
soul and all its powers, mind, will, senses have been 
touched by God, is related to immediate revelation 
in a way that Calvin believed men have not enjoyed 
since the period of special revelation was closed. 
Calvin always related religious knowledge to the 
Word. We come to know God, but the Word 
preached and in the Sacraments is a necessary part 
of the recipe for a religious experience of God. Such 
an experience issues in a true, vital and dynamic 
union with Jesus Christ, but it is not based upon a 
direct and immediate apprehension of Christ apart 
from the Word. One who does not know Him can- 
not enjoy the full and satisfying communion he 
seeks, simply by going out into the woods and 
opening his soul to an immediate stream of grace. 
The truth of God, based upon the Word must be 
heard and understood. The difference is important. 
And this difference is responsible for the high place 
occupied by the Church and the teaching ministry 
in the Calvinistic tradition. 


*From a sermon on Ephesians 3:14-19. 





A leather-bound copy of THE TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN without cost. See 
ANGLERS on Page 5. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the fifteenth in a series of articles by 


a. ] ° N. Talmage, B. E.) 


Summary Of The 
Pleistocene 


I have before me a book written by some profes- 
sors in the University of Southern California on the 
history of mankind. It was a required text-book in 
some of the high schools of Alabama when I pur- 
chased it last year. In it mankind is alleged to have 
been connected with four “Ice-ages’, distributed over 
the last million years. This teaching, in one form or 
another, will be found in many of the schools of al- 
most every state. How are we Christian leaders go- 
ing to deal intelligently with the false instruction 
unless we know as much as possible about the mat- 
ter? We are handicapped if the children know much 
more than we do. 


WHAT ARE THE MAIN FACTS? 


In article 6 we described the growth of the “Ice- 
age” myths, and told how the earth was alleged to 
have slowly grown colder and then as slowly gotten 
warm again four times. Between these four “Ice- 
ages,” it was claimed that there were three “inter- 
glacial ages” of which the middle one was about three 
times as long as the two others. It had also been rec- 
ognized that there were divisions in each “‘Ice-age”’ 
called “Stadia.”’ The cause of all this oscillation is ad- 
mittedly unknown. With this short summary of cur- 
rent unproved theories let us pass to the MAIN FACTS 
AS THEY APPEAR TO ME. 


|) The climatic changes were not peculiar to the 
Pleistocene as is usually taught, for during the pre- 
ceding epoch, the Pliocene, the north pole had oscil 
lated back and forth in the Pacific area. 


2) After six years of study, I became convinced 
from data presented by Dr. C. W. Hibbard of the 
University of Michigan that there were five not four 
glacial cycles. 1 much prefer the word cycle to “Ice 
Age’, for during each glacial cycle the pole made a 
return trip to Europe. 


3) I have found that each glacial cycle can be di 
vided into four phases as follows:— A) A short 
phase of polar precession initiated by an orogeny 
(birth of mountains) in America during which the 
north pole spiralled to this continent. 


B) A long phase of polar rest in America 


C) A short phase of polar precession initiate: 
by an orogeny in the eastern hemisphere during 
which the pole spiralled to northern Eurasia. 


D) A long phase of polar rest somewhere alon; 
the northern border of Eurasia. 
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4) The above facts demand that there must have 
been at least ten paroxysms of mountain-building, 
five in America to attract the pole there, and five 
in the East to attract it toward Eurasia. It took a 
great deal of study to find the ten orogenies, but fin- 
ally all were located. Details are available to inter- 
ested parties. 


5) There were ten periods of polar precession 
when the pole spiralled counterclockwise causing 
many stadia each time. There were ten periods 
when the pole was at rest as today. 


6) The ante-diluvian period occupied the greater 
part of Phase C of the last cycle, and we are now in 
the beginning of Phase D of the same cycle. Alto- 
gether man has been on the earth less than 1% of 
the duration of the Pleistocene. There were no men 
in the world during Phase B of the last cycle, nor 
before, in spite of all the boastings of atheistic pre- 
historians. 


Many readers will be very dubious about this whole 
explanation as being too radical a change from the 
unsuccessful theories of the geologists. This is un- 
derstandable, but remember the geologists would find 
exactly the same things if they would only cast their 
atheistic philosophy to the moles and to the bats as 
Isaiah prophesied men would do with their idols. 
What I have done has sprung from no particular 
genius, but only because I worked on the assumption 
that God was ruler in the Pleistocene and gave his 
messengers correct information. 


A religious leader informed me that he goes about 
proclaiming that much of Genesis was not meant to 
be historical, but rather had been written to convey 
certain spiritual lessons. He thus hopes to prepare 
young people so they will not be shaken in their 
faith when they study science. I pity that man in his 
remorse when he discovers that he ought to have 
taught them to study and rely on Genesis so that 
when they studied science they would not make such 
terrible mistakes as the geologists have. 


A diagram of polar movements during the Pleis- 
tocene has been prepared. 
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“Beautiful Montreat” 


Mountain Top 
Experiences 
Await You 


HOME OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


OF THE 
Conference Grounds For 30,000 People 


Twenty-Three Church Conferences 


During The Summer 


Montreat College 
Montreat Preparatory 
School For Girls 


Montreat Camp 
For Girls 


Inspiration ... Education 


Recreation 


Will You Help Meet 
These Real NeedsP 


1. Strengthen The Conference Program. 
2. Build Fifty Efficiency Apartments. 

3. Erect A Young People’s Building. 

4. Erect A Children’s Building. 

5. Enlarge The Water System. 


Montreat Day — May 31 
“Give Till It Helps” 
COME TO WORSHIP — GO TO SERVE 
“Brethren, Pray For Us!” 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR MAY 31 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Way Of Christian Love 


(Temperance) 


Background Scripture: I Corinthians 12- 


13. Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 13. 


Chapter twelve deals with the subject of Spiritual Gifts and the Oneness of the Body of Christ. The Church 
at Corinth was a rich church; rich in spiritual gifts; but its richness in gifts led to some misunderstandings 
and even some jealousy among the members of the church. Those who had what were considered to be great- 
er gifts rather looked down upon those who were not so favored. Paul writes to correct these feelings, as he 


had written about other sins and faults in the church. 


The Church is much more than a building, or an 
organization; it is a Living Organism; it has life and 
feeling. It is called the Body of Christ, or the Bride 
of Christ, or a Spiritual Building made up of living 
stones, Christ Himself being the Chief Cornerstone, 
a Temple of the Holy Spirit. 


In the church there are diversities of gifts; to one 
person may be given by the Spirit the word of wis- 
dom; to another the word of knowledge by the same 
Spirit; to another, faith by the same Spirit, etc. But 
all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit. 
He illustrates his meaning by comparing the Church 
to the human body. In the body there are many 
members, but only one body; so it is in the church. 
Each member of the body is necessary and each has 
its place. Sometimes the part of the body which we 
consider less important, or honorable, is worthy of 
more honor. The eye cannot say to the ear, I have 
no need of thee; so in the church one member cannot 
say to another, We have no need for, or use for, you. 
No! There is need for, and a place for, every true 
believer, no matter how small or unimportant that 
one may seem to be in the eyes of others. Sometimes 
we forget this and are tempted to neglect or despise 
the poor or ignorant, or timid, or undeveloped; the 
“babes in Christ”. Jesus said that we were not to 
despise one of these little ones. “Now ye are the body 
of Christ, and members in particular, (Or severally 
members thereof). Let us remember, also, that what- 
ever hurts one member, no matter how small, hurts 
the whole body, and that whatever helps one member, 
helps the whole body; I cannot hurt my little finger 
without feeling pain in the whole body. Ler us re- 
member, too, that when we hurt, or help, one mem- 
ber of the body, we are hurting, or helping Christ, for 
we are members of His Body. 


We are not all called to be apostles, or prophets, 
or teachers, or leaders; but we are all called to go and 
work in His vineyard, and each one has his place and 
the gift suited to the place and the work to which 
he has been called. 


He closes the chapter by saying; “But covet (de- 
sire) earnestly the best (greatest) gifts: and yet 
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show I unto you a more excellent way”; the Way of 
Christian Love; and we turn now to this most famil- 
iar and beautiful chapter, to what Drummond calls, 
The Greatest Thing in the world; Love, Christian 
Love. Why is Love the greatest Gift? I believe Paul 
gives some splendid reasons for this in the chapter 
before us. 


I. Because Without IT. all Other 
Gifts are Worthless: 1-3 


Take the first verse: Eloquence without Love is 
nothing but empty words. Have you not felt the 
difference? We listen to an eloquent preacher, or 
speaker; we marvel at “the flow of words” which 
come from his lips: we are entranced by his mastery 
of language, illustration, expression, the very tone 
of his voice, and the “flowery” phrases which rise one 
after the other. We go away saying, What a mar- 
vellous orator; what a wonderful speech or sermon! 
But our hearts have not been touched, or our wills 
moved; only a feeling of admiration aroused. It has 
been an enjoyable hour, we have been wonderfully 
entertained, but neither life or heart has been 
changed. Then, perchance, we go to some Mission 
and listen to the broken English and bad grammar 
of some ignorant man who is trying to win souls 
to Christ. Beneath his crude exterior and uneducated 
mind we see a loving, burning heart, and his words 
reach the depth of our souls, and the souls of those 
he is trying to win. “Give us men with hot hearts to 
tell us of the love of God” said a native to a Mis- 
sionary. If they have eloquence as well as “hot hearts” 
all the better; men like Talmadge, for instance. 


Suppose we “understand all mysteries” and have 
all knowledge, but have no love; then our wisdom is 
worthless. Knowledge, especially knowledge of mys- 
teries, is apt to puff up; it takes LOVE to build up. 
Knowledge is good; but a cold head is no substitute 
for a warm heart. We have seen how true this is, I 
am sure. Some of our intellectual giants have been 
like drifting icebergs, worthless and dangerous. (I am 
thinking of one right now; a man with a keen intel- 
lect, but of little or no value to the world). 
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Faith is a foundation grace; it stands at the basis 
of our religion. Faith may “remove mountains’, but 
it takes LOVE to move the hearts of men. It was 
Love that moved God to save a sinful world. 


Benevolence, Charity, is worthless without Love; 
“the gift without the giver is bare”. Two women 
wished to help a sick neighbor. One of them sent 
her limousine and chauffeur to take the sick woman 
for a delightful ride in the country.. The other woman 
went herself, and sat by the side of her neighbor and 
spoke of all that they saw; which one really gave? 


Martyrdom, heroism, sacrifice, without love, is 
nothing. Why did Jesus die? It was LOVE that led 
Him to Calvary. Unless Love leads us to the dungeon, 
or the fiery stake, or the wild beasts, our dying is in 
vain. 


Il. Because Love, in Itself, Includes 


ro much; is SO BIG: 4-7 


If you pass the common “white light” through a 
prism, even a drop of water, you will get all the 
colors of the rainbow, for they are all there. Paul 
takes Christian Love and makes it pass through the 
prism of his inspired mind, breaks it up into its com- 
ponent parts, and lets us see how beautiful it is. 


Love is Patience: “suffereth long.” Why does a 
mother wear herself out nursing a sick child, or some 
wife put up with a drunken and brutal husband? 
Love explains why. Why do friends stick together 
even when one may be exasperating and unreason- 
able? Why did Jonathan cleave to David even when 
he knew that his friend would take his place Love 
makes us long-suffering and unselfish. How we need 
it in the Home, in the Church, in the World! 


Love is Kindness. Kindness, or goodness, is love 
in action, transformed into deeds. When love touches 
our hands, our feet, our pocket-books, it becomes 
kindness. A crowd of people were standing by watch- 
ing a poor man’s house burn down, and saying how 
sorry they were. How sorry are you said one, as he 
passed a hat to get money to help replace the home. 


Love envieth not. Love is the only cure for envy, 
that “green-eyed monster” that has left his slimy 
trail in all the world. It has an awful record in the 
Bible and in secular history. 


Love makes us truly humble; “vaunteth not itself, 
is not puffed up”. We can only esteem others better 
than ourselves if we have true love. If we love, we 
will be willing to stoop to the lowest tasks and per- 
form the most menial service. Jesus loved His dis- 
ciples; therefore He girded Himself with a towel and 
washed their feet. 


Love is Courteous; it makes every man a gentle- 
man, and every woman a gentle-woman. If you have 
love, you can throw away your books of etiquette, 
for love does not behave unseemly. 


Love is Unselfish; seeketh not her own. It makes 
us put God first, others second, ourselves last. The 
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most unselfish person is the one who has the most 
love. 


Love keeps anger under control; it is not easily 
provoked. It enables us to control our tempers and 
if we “fly off the handle”, it makes us repentant; it 
never holds a grudge against anvone, nor lets the sun 
go down upon our wrath. 


“Thinketh no evil’, (or, takes not account of evil). 
It puts the best, not the worst, construction on the 
acts of our fellowmen. There are times and occa- 
sions when we sin against our brethren by thinking 
evil when there is no evil intended. 


Love always rejoices in the truth, never in un- 
righteousness. It is never glad when iniquity prevails. 
It is always on the right side, and rejoices when the 
truth prevails. 


Beareth, believeth, hopeth, endureth, all things. 
Here is a summary of the great qualities of this best 
of all gifts. 


Ill. Love is a Permanent Gift; 
It Never Fails. 


Some gifts are temporary in their nature; proph- 
esies are done away, are fulfilled; tongues will cease 
for we shall know as we are known, seeing face to 
face. The partial and imperfect will be done away 
in the complete and perfect. 


Some gifts are for children, “babes in Christ”. They 
are necessary and helpful when we are children, but 
when we become men, we want other things. A toy 
automobile is all right when I am five years old, but 
I want a real one when | am twenty. Love is a ma- 
ture gift; not that we should not possess it when 
young, but we cannot appreciate it fully until older. 


Some gifts are reflected gifts, like the light of the 
moon, or the face one sees in a mirror, but Love 
shines with its own brilliance and beauty, like the 
sun. 


Paul mentions three Abiding Gifts; Faith, Hope, 
Love. Faith is like the trunk of a tree with its roots 
going down deep into the soil; hope is like the beau- 
tiful blossom that comes in the Spring time; love is 
the luscious fruit that hangs on the branches and re- 
joices the heart of the owner of the orchard. The 
fruit of the Spirit is LOVE. 


Let us covet earnestly this best gift, and follow 
the “more excellent way’; the Way of Christian Love. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 31 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





A Muisston Is Born 


WorsHIp PROGRAM 


Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” 

Invocation 

Hymn: “We've A Story To Tell To The Nations” 
Announcements 

Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 

Prayer 

Offering 

Hymn: “Publish Glad Tidings” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


This could be the story of Ometepec, Mexico, and 
of the labors of Dr. and Mrs. James Boyce and the 
Rev. and Mrs. John Wood as they have been used of 
God to establish a medical mission station and hos- 
pital in this needy area occupied by some fifty to 
sixty thousand people. It could be an account of 
their plans and prayers, of their faithful waiting on 
the Lord; of the marvelous way in which He opened 
doors for them, even in the face of definite political 
and religious opposition. It could be a thrilling nar- 
rative of sacrificial devotion and service. But let us 
go back of all this for a few moments and look at 
the very heart of the whole work of missions. Let 
us examine that which is climaxed by the opening 
of a new mission station in Mexico or anywhere in 
the world, that our vision may be enlarged and our 
hearts challenged. We'll consider first the great mo- 
tive for missions. 


First Speake r 


This is not the first time that we have examined 
the motive for missions, nor will it be the last, for it 
is the very heart-beat of the missionary enterprise. 
The highest motive for missions lies in the very 
heart of God. It springs from a fountain of eternal 
love that, though full to overflowing throughout the 
endless ages, burst forth in all its life-giving glory at 
the Cross when “Christ, the Mighty Maker, died for 
man, the creature's sin.” That love is not limited to 
any race or nation, but is offered in all its boundless 
blessing to the hearts of men of “every kindred, and 
tongue, and people and nation.” Those who know 
the Lord, in whose hearts the love of God has been 
shed abroad by the Holy Ghost, have ever been con- 
strained by that love to so live and labor that others 
might be reconciled to God; might enter into that 
love. Always there is the command of Christ to go, 
but it is because we love Him that we keep His 
commandment. The missionary program that is moti- 
vated solely by the sense of duty, or is inspired only 
by the dire need of those to whom we would min- 
ister, is not on the proper plane. Such a program is 
humanitarian in nature, and will produce merely 
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human benefits. The true missionary program is one 
that is caught up in the stream of God’s own love and 
power; that is filled, not with humanitarian impulses, 
but with Divine compulsion born of Divine compas- 
sion for the souls of men. Such a motive is seeking 
only the glory of God in the salvation of men, and 
contains the very life and spirit of Jesus Christ, whose 
delight it was to do the will of the Father, and who 
glorified the Father in providing salvation for sinful 
men. Such a motive will lead devoted servants of 
Christ to leave a land of plenty to dwell in places of 
barrenness, living lives of sacrificial service for Jesus 
Christ. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Such a motive has caused Dr. and Mrs. Boyce and 
the Rev. and Mrs. Wood to serve as pioneer mission- 
aries in Opening the medical mission in Ometepec, 
Mexico. How grateful we should be to God for send- 
ing forth such laborers into His harvest fields that 
souls might be won to our Saviour. Now let us con- 
sider for a moment the means of doing missionary 
work. 


Second Speaker 


In the case of the new mission station at Omete- 
pec it is primarily by means of medicine that an open- 
ing has been provided and the way paved for the 
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our min- 
istry of service is to the whole man, spirit, soul and 
body, and certainly the medical ministry is one that 
can be used as an entree to the rest. Our Lord’s min- 
istry was primarily to provide healing for men’s souls, 
but He could not turn away from their physical 
needs, and, indeed, used His power to heal their 
bodies that they might believe in His power to heal 
their souls, to forgive their sins. Remember when He 
was in Capernaum, preaching and ministering to the 
people, and four men carried a friend to present him 
to Jesus that he might be healed? Jesus put first 
things first, saying to the man sick of the palsy, “Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” The scribes resented this 
in their hearts, but our Lord, perceiving their atti- 
tude, said, “. . . That ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins. . . . I say 
unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed and go thy way 
into thine house.” Thus our Saviour manifested His 
provision for the souls of men by His concern for 
their bodies. So with our medical missionaries. They 
minister to the bodies of those for whom they are 
concerned, and thus prove their interest in their souls. 
Medicine paves the way for the preaching of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and opens the door of oppor- 
tunity for the missionaries to win the people for the 
Lord. In a very real sense the medical clinic at Om- 
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etepec is the forerunner of the message of salvation, 
for by good works the path is prepared for the good 
word of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Paul believed in being all things to all men that 
he might by all means save some, and certainly this 
spirit is indicated in the work of our medical mis- 
sionaries as they use their training and skill to min- 
ister to suffering bodies and thus unlock the door for 
the preaching of the Cross. However, we need to be 
reminded that the work of the doctor in his practice 
of medicine is not an end in itself. It simply paves 
the way for the more important work of preaching 
the gospel. Let's consider for a moment the mes- 
sage of missions. 


Third Speaker 

In the station at Ometepec we have an ideal com- 
bination; a medical missionary team, and a preach- 
ing team, with Dr. and Mrs. Boyce and the Rev. and 
Mrs. Wood working together to further the work 
of Christ among those needy people in Mexico. This 
ideal situation does not always exist. Sometimes the 
medical missionaries are virtually alone in their la- 
bors, and often other missionary workers are never 
assisted in their work by doctors and nurses. How- 
ever, this does not mean that the medical mission- 
aries only practice medicine and never preach the 
gospel, nor does it mean that medical aid is never 
given where there are no trained medical workers. 
Quite the contrary is true. Regardless of the par- 
ticular type of training each may have, all have one 
supreme objective in mind, and that is to tell the 
good news of God's love and grace as revealed in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. There is but one message for 
every missionary, medical or otherwise, and that is 
that Christ died for sinners, that He rose again from 
the dead, and to all who will receive Him into their 
hearts by faith, He gives cleansing from sin and life 
eternal. How medicine and preaching work together 
is portrayed and fulfilled in the teamwork of Dr. 
Boyce and the Rev. Mr. Wood at Ometepec, for the 
station there is a lighthouse pointing men to Jesus 
Christ, proclaiming the one and only message of sal- 
vation through His redeeming blood. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


We should count it a privilege to have a share in 
the work at Ometepec as we give our offering for 
that purpose, and as we remember the work in our 
prayers. How we thank God for this new station 
where the good news of salvation is spread abroad by 
works and by words through God's faithful servants 
who labor there. As we close tonight, let us have a 
brief season of silent prayer for the missionaries at 
Ometepec. 





“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Women’s Work 


A Call To Prayer 
For The Assembly 


The ninety-third General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States will convene in 
Montreat, North Carolina, on June 4, 1953 at 7:30 
p. m. Important matters will be before that Highest 
Court of our Church—matters that will affect the 
life and work of the churches throughout the As- 
sembly for another year, and on. More than 400 
commissioners — elders and ministers — will gather 
representing every Presbytery of the Assembly. Rep- 
resentatives of all the Boards and agencies of the 
Assembly will also be present to give an accounting 
of their work. All of these people have weighty, de- 
terminative responsibilities resting upon them. They 
need the prayers of the people of the church whom 
they represent or whom they are commissioned to 
serve. 





If each of these our representatives could speak 
they would doubtless ask personally for our prayers 
in words something like those of the Apostle Paul 
in his letter to the Romans: 


“Now, my brothers, | am going to ask you, 
for the sake of Christ Himself and for the love 
we bear each other in the Spirit, to stand be- 
hind me in earnest prayer to God on my be- 


half.” —Phillips’ Translation. 


Women of the Church, let us pray for all who will 
compose the 1953 General Assembly of our great 
Church. 


Prior to the meeting of the Assembly there will 
be a conference on Evangelism which all commis- 
sioners are urged to attend. This will open at 2 p. m. 
on June 3 and continue through the afternoon of 
June 4. Arrangements have been made that it will 
be no added expense to the commissioners to attend 
this conference. This is one of those fine opportun- 
ities for rekindling the flames of evangelistic fervor 
in the hearts and minds of the leaders of our 1953 
General Assembly. This conference needs to be un- 
dergirded by the earnest, fervent prayers of the 
people of the Church. If it could be said that while 
the commissioners met face afresh our task of 
Evangelism, the Church was at prayer there would be 
sure to follow a record of “what great things the 
Lord had done” in that conference and the flames of 
fresh fervor for the winning of people to Christ 
would sweep across the whole Assembly, until we 
would find ourselves the recipients of God's out- 
poured blessing, at our own praying. Women of the 
Church let us respond to God's call to prayer on June 
3 and 4 and the days following pray most earnestly 
for God's Holy Spirit to work in the hearts of the 
commissioners and lead our Church out into yet more 
effective service to win people to Christ and His 
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Church. And let us pray for ourselves that we have 
the faith to expect great and mighty works; as He 
has promised: 


“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and 
shew thee great and mighty things which thou 
knowest not.” — Jer. 33:3. 





“Each ... Must Teach” 


The subject of the Bible, studying it and teaching 
it, is dear to my heart. Except for the years under 
expert Sunday School teachers, I have never been 
taught the Bible, but suddenly thrust into the posi- 
tion of teaching what I had never learned formally. 


The experiences of teaching the Bible bring cer- 
tain definite benefits, not necessarily to the pupils, 
but most certainly to the teacher. The teacher begins 
to learn, herself, and the study of the Bible begins 
to exert its fascinating grip—as one realizes what a 
real and inexhaustible study it is. 


Very few persons—housewives, mothers, career 
girls, or the young, will deliberately volunteer to 
teach the Bible. All of us feel our inadequacies, our 
lack of knowledge, our fear of not being able to solve 
controversial subjects, our humility in trying to pro- 
claim a way of life that we all fall short of living. 


But let us think a moment. Did Jesus choose the 
High Priest as an apostle? Gamaliel, the great teach- 
er at that time? The Rabbis or preachers of the 
synagogues? Were there many men or women who 
had reached the age of retirement, with the church 
their only activity in the twilight years? Were the 
Apostles chosen men who had received a degree 
from a recognized theological seminary? No, the 
twelve were young men; most of them with little 
formal education—at least education is not men- 
tioned until Paul. They were busy men; active in 
their chosen field of endeavor. Probably the last 
thing in the world they dreamed of doing was teach- 
ing and explaining a new way of life. 


We are all particularly cognizant of the struggles 
and birth-pangs of Peter before he emerged as the 
great leader and preacher of the early Church; but 
the important fact is that he, Peter, a simple fisher- 
man, was given the power and the knowledge to 
teach about Jesus and God, and in turn introduce 
others to the Master. 


Each generation must learn, and each generation 
must teach; and the compelling force of giving the 
Christian Story to each new-born child, lies as a def- 
inite responsibility on each of us. If those of us who 
know about Christ and His plan of redeeming grace 
—refused this day to speak—the Christian religion 
would be dead in about 20 years and probably un- 
heard of except in ancient manuscripts, in a century. 
As Paul says in Romans 10, “But how are men to 
call upon Him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in Him of whom they 
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have never heard? And how are they to hear with- 
out a preacher (teacher) ?” 


Granted we believe the Bible has a peculiar mes- 
sage for us—our community, our nation in these 
times—we may be compelled to assume the responsi- 
bility of being teachers for this generation. 


You say How? Can I? First, answer as Isaiah in 
an afirmative: Here | am Send me! Second, start 
teaching yourself with the best text book at your 
disposal—The Bible. This is not going to be an easy 
job, but it is guaranteed to be interesting and stim- 
ulating. Bible study and teaching require diligence 
and continuity. There are many helps and books, be- 
cause through the centuries since Christ, men and 
women have continually been drawn to this great 
library of holy writings. 


The best way then is to study the Bible, to read it, 
to think on it and sweat about it; but the illuminat- 
ing Spirit of God will lead one into a land of ro- 
mance, of breadth, of depth, and of constant delight. 


We must have enthusiasm for our work. Realiz- 
ing that knowledge of the whole Bible leads one to 
want to obey its precepts and that a life, a commun- 
ity, a nation under God is of supreme importance, 
we tackle our task with joy because we have a price- 
less heritage to pass on. 


And finally, we have Prayer as our great aid. 
Prayer that God will aid our inadequacies and illum- 
ine our understanding, working wonders we scarce 
dream of; for “with men things are impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” 


So may each of us feel our responsibility to be- 
come teachers of the Word, helping thus to meet the 
need of the Church and the need of our generation. 


—Carolyn Kampmann Lasater. 





FROM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 
A Consecrated Car 


She couldn't speak a word before a crowd, 
She couldn't teach a class; 

But when she came to Sunday School 
She brought the folks “en masse.” 

She couldn't sing to save her life, 
In public couldn't pray, 

But always her jalopy was 
Just crammed on each Lord's Day. 

And though she could not sing, 
Nor teach, nor lead in prayer, 

She listened well, she had a smile. 
And she was always there — 

With all the others whom she brought, 
Who lived both near and far — 

And God's work prospered for she owned 
A consecrated car. 


—Adapted. 
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Church News 





Vississippi Synodical 


YKOLONA, Miss.—The forty-sixth annual meet- 
ing of the Women of the Church of East Mississippi 
Presbytery, Synod of Mississippi, was held April 16- 
17 in the Okolona Presbyterian Church with 250 
Presbyterial and Synodical officers, delegates and 
visitors registered. 


The president, Mrs. A. P. Miller of Columbus, 
presided, and Mrs. Everarde Jones, Sr., of Tchula, 
Synodical president, was a featured speaker. Guest 
speakers were Dr. Paul B. Freeland of the Board of 
World Missions, Mrs. T. R. Husk, national field sec- 
retary of American Leprosy Missions, Inc., Dr. Henry 
Wade DuBose, president of Assembly's Training 
School, Mrs. William A. McCutcheon of Birming- 
ham, chairman of Board of Trustees of Mission Hav- 
en and Mrs. Jack Tackett of Newton, who conduct- 
ed the Bible Hours. 


A conference for Negro women was held at the 
Garden of Eden Presbyterian Church. 


Constitution and by-laws were adopted, and new 
officers were installed by the Rev. E. B. Smith of 
Corinth, Presbytery’s chairman of Women’s Work. 
The Rev. L. Allen Holley is pastor of the host church. 
The 1954 meeting will be held in Corinth. 





Vegro Work Advancing 
In Richmond, Va. 


At the spring meeting of East Hanover Presby- 
tery, Synod of Virginia, its Committee on Negro 
Work was authorized to make a definite proposal 
to the Overbrook Presbyterian Church, Richmond, 
for the purchase of its building and furnishings as 
the future home of the All Souls Presbyterian Church. 
The proposal was made to a joint meeting of the 
officers of the church on April 24. The congrega- 
tion met the following Sunday and voted enthusias- 
tically to accept the proposal. 


The title of property is to be transferred to the 
Trustees of East Hanover Presbytery, Incorporated, 
on October 1, 1953, when a cash payment and notes 
covering the balance of the purchase price are to be 
made to the Overbrook Church. 


Because of the necessity for Overbrook Presby- 
terian Church's relocating, the congregation is grant- 
ed the privilege of continuing the use of its property 
until January 5, 1956. It is hoped that the reloca- 
tion of the Overbrook Church may be achieved at a 
much earlier time, in order that the All Souls Church 
may have the use of the property at the earliest 
possible moment. 


The outlook for Negro work in this presbytery is 
exceedingly bright at the moment. With the or- 
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ganization of the old Seventeenth Street Mission in 
February, 1952 as the Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church, we had the beginning of what promises to 
be a rapidly growing group of Negro Presbyterians 
in this area. The Eastminster Church almost doubled 
its membership during the first year of its existence. 
The All Souls Church was organized in December, 
1952. The combined membership of the two young 
churches is now one hundred and nineteen. With 
the prospect of an adequate building in the Barton 
Heights area, we contemplate a rapid development 
in this very promising field. 


Patrick H. Carmichael, Chairman, 
Committee on Negro Work, 
East Hanover Presbytery. 





ATS-UTS Choir Tour 


The Presbyterian Choir composed of students in 
the Assembly's Training School and Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, and directed by Dr. James R. 
Sydnor, professor in the Training School, went on 
tour this spring giving services of sacred music in 
churches in three states as follows: Presbyterian 
Church, Charles Town, West Virginia; Presbyterian 
Church, Winchester, Virginia; Trinity Church, Ar- 
lington, Virginia; Church of the Covenant, Greens- 
boro, North Carolina; Trinity Avenue Church, Dur- 
ham, North Carolina; and First Presbyterian Church, 
Raleigh, North Carolina; the latter service being 
sponsored by all the Presbyterian churches in Ra- 
leigh. 


While music was the chief feature of the pro- 
grams, at each service students took part by reading 
Scripture, leading in prayer, and one student from 
each school spoke briefly on “Why I Am Preparing 
for Christian Service.” At the churches opportuni- 
ties were provided for choir members to meet with 
Westminster Fellowship Groups, and young people's 
organizations in the various places visited. 


There were thirty-six students in the group, twen- 
ty women and sixteen men from thirteen states and 
twenty-four colleges. 





The General Fund And 
Interchurch Agencies 
Comparative Statement Of Receipts 
April 1, 1953 - April 30, 1953 
The General Fund 


Apr. 1, 1952, to Apr. 30, 1952 


$15,266.15 
Apr. 1, 1953, to Apr. 30, 1953 


14,429.04 


Decrease 


837.11 

Interchurch Agencies 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Apr. 30, 1952 . $ 792.82 
Apr. 1, 1953, to Apr. 30, 1953 474.49 
Decrease eae, ee 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 
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The Rockingham (N. C.) 
Church Revival 


Rev. Robert G. Balnicky, pastor of the Troy 
Presbyterian Church, Troy, N. C., was the guest 
evangelist for a series of meetings, from April 27th 
through May 3rd, at Community Church located 
in East Rockingham, N. C. 


Everyone recognizes that the church had a re- 
vival. Twenty-one decisions for Christ were made 
during these meetings; five came in the regular 
evening services and sixteen others during a special 
vouth rally. There were many rededications to the 
Lord. Mr. Balnicky preaches from the Word with 
an unusual amount of power. One feels that God 
is using him. 

Dan E. Carlton, Pastor. 


Columbia Seminary 


DECATUR, GA.—Installation services for the new 
officers of the student body and the Society of Mis- 
sionary Inquiry at Columbia Theological Seminary 
were held on April 28th. 


The installation exercises were conducted in chapel 
by Seminary President J. McDowell Richards and 
were for the 1953-54 school term. 


Officers for the student body are as follows: Presi- 
dent, Lewis Scott Hay, Charleston, S. C.; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Benjamin Harrison Taylor, Johnson City, 
Tenn.; Secretary, Chilton Frazier Thorington, Signal 
Mountain, Tenn., and Treasurer, Dan Alexander 
Dunaway, Jackson, Miss. 


They succeed, respectively, William M. Schotanus, 
Atlanta, Ga.; Jefferson Trent Howell, Jr., Clearwater, 
Fla.; Benjamin Harris Taylor and Charles Lindbergh 
McDonald, College Park, Ga. 


Officers for the missionary society are as follows: 
President, Ernest Herbert Mellor, Jr., El Dorado, 
Ark.; Vice-President, David Lewis Parks, Weaver- 
ville, N. C.; Secretary, Leighton F. S. Ford, Chatham, 
Canada, and Treasurer, James DuPre Newsome, 


J r., Jackson, Miss. 


They succeed, respectively, Neely Dixon McCar- 
ter, Gastonia, N. C.; Robert L. Montgomery, Bir- 
mingham, Ala.; Herbert Sidney Maxwell, Clinton, 
S. C. and Samuel Donald Fortson, Jr., Augusta, Ga. 





Davidson College 


Lyman Kiser, Jr., of Raleigh has been elected 
president of the Davidson College student body for 
the 1953-54 school year, college authorities an- 
nounced today. 


Kiser, a rising senior, is serving as first vice-presi- 
dent of the student body during the current school 
year. In addition, he was formerly secretary-treasurer 
of the student body and is a member of the YMCA 
Cabinet and Kappa Sigma social fraternity. 
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In other student body elections, Leighton Mc- 
Cutchan, Nashville, Tenn., was named first vice- 
president, Charles Cousar, Chattanooga, Tenn., sec- 
ond vice-president, and Leonard Baker, Kannapolis, 
secretary-treasurer. 


McCutchan is now secretary-treasurer of the stu- 
dent body, president of the Westminster Fellowship 
and a member of the Male Chorus. 


Cousar, a varsity football player for the past two 
years, is president of the junior class and a member 
of Phi Delta Theta social fraternity. 


A member of the freshman class, Baker has the 
highest scholastic average in his class, is a Baker 
Scholar and a member of Alpha Tau Omega social 
fraternity. 


In other elections, Charles Williams of Rocky 
Mount was elected president of the YMCA, with 
Leighton Green, El Paso, Texas, and Cortes Cooper, 
Thomasville, Ga., selected as first and second vice- 
presidents respectively. 


Williams, a rising senior, is a member of Sigma 
Chi social fraternity and for the past year has been 
the Youth Moderator for the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. 

Hilton L. (Jack) Ruth of Kings Mountain is cur- 
rently serving as president of the student body. 





St. John’s Presbytery 
Synod Of Florida 


The Presbytery of St. Johns met in the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Bradenton, Florida, April 21st 
and 22nd. Rev. A. W. Rideout, the retiring Mod- 
erator, preached the sermon after which the Lord’s 
Supper was observed. Rev. Arch L. MacNair, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of DeLand was 
elected Moderator and Rev. Frank Elvery of Home- 
stead Vice-Moderator. Present: sixty-four Ministers 
and sixty-one Elders. Rev. Sam Burney Hay, D.D., 
president of Stillman College, addressed the Presby- 
tery on the two-million-dollar campaign. Presby- 
tery reported seventy-nine churches, five of which 
were organized during the year; more than 32,500 
members. Presbytery received on Profession of Faith 
more than 1,400, on Reaffirmation more than 600, 
and on Certificate more than 2,800. Exact figures 
are not available at present as several of the churches 
have not yet reported. Overall increase will be more 
than 5,000. Under separate cover you have received 
a copy of all the Commissioners and their addresses. 


The Board of Governors of the new conference 
grounds reported more than $100,000 worth of con- 
struction sufficient to house 150 conferees plus the 
staff. Four conferences will be held on the grounds 
this Summer. Tuesday night in connection with the 
report of the Home Mission Committee a special 
service was held honoring Dr. Robert H. McCaslin, 
D.D., retiring chairman of Presbytery’s Home Mis- 
sion Committee for forty-seven years of service in 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


























Home Missions in three Synods, five Presbyteries 
and the General Assembly's Executive Committee of 
Home Missions. Presbytery presented Dr. McCaslin 
with a beautiful wrist watch as a token of apprecia- 
tion. Rev. M. E. Melvin, a life-long friend, spoke 
in behalf of the Presbytery. Rev. A. R. Larrick, the 
Executive Secretary of St. Johns Presbytery, read the 
tribute from Dr. Homer McMillan with whom Dr. 
McCaslin had labored so many years as a member of 
the Assembly's Committee while Dr. McMillan was 
Executive Secretary of the General Assembly's Home 
Missions. 


A. R. Larrick, Stated Clerk. 





Christian Vocations Day 


DecATUR, GA.—Christian Vocations Day to ac- 
quaint high school students with the opportunities 
offered in full-time church service was held at Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary on April 25th. 


Principal speaker for the occasion was Rev. Wil- 
liam Thurman, pastor of the Jefferson (Ga.) Pres- 
byterian church. 


The approximately 150 students attended various 
discussion groups, engaged in athletic activities on 
the campus and toured the seminary and dormitory 
during the day. 


The students were under the care of the Society 
of Missionary Inquiry. 





Albemarle Presbytery 


Albemarle Presbytery held its spring session in 
the First Presbyterian Church, Williamston, April 21. 


Present 27 ministers and 33 elders. Rev. Wm. P. 
Burns, First Church, Washington, was elected Mod- 
erator. 


Proposed amendments to Book of Church Order 
were approved. 


Wm. M. Page, Tarboro, was received as a candi- 
date for the ministry. S. Yorke Pharr, Dan Norman 
and Vernon McGehee were examined for ordination 
and Commissions appointed to install them pastors 
respectively of Rivermont Church, Kinston; Cobb 
and Johnson Memorial Churches, Tarboro; and of 
Wayside and Wanoca Churches located in Choco- 
winity and Washington. The Commission announced 
the coming of Rev. Jon E. Murray from Baltimore, 
Md., to the West New Bern Church May 1. A Com- 
mission was appointed for the installation and ordin- 
ation of Rev. H. W. Dale in the Ballards - West 
Greenville group. 


Presbytery completed the purchase of property on 
Bogue Sound, near Morehead City, to be used as 
Conference Grounds by the Presbytery. 


The Negro Work Campaign was endorsed. 
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*Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
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Christian emphasis. Educational excellence. Friendly 
personal attention. Tests and guidance. College, Business 
Administration, Preparatory. Member Southern Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

Apartments for married students. Veterans of Korea. 

Preparatory Summer School begins June 8, 1953. 
Collegiate Summer School begins June 15, 1953. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


BOX 38-W MAXTON, NORTH CAROLINA 














BATTLE OF THE BIBLES 


A BLUE BANNER BULLETIN 


On The Continuous Conflict In English Bible 
Translation — A Fifty-Page Historical 
Review — Send 25 Cents In Stamp To 


THE BLUE BANNER 


WEST COLUMBIA SOUTH CAROLINA 











Announcement was made of the organization of 
the George Kirby Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Goldsboro, Albemarle Presbytery’s 50th church. 


Three congregations assumed self-support from 
April 1, 1953, — Meadowbrook, Greenville, Rev. C. 
D. Patterson, pastor; West Haven, Rocky Mount, 
Rev. Russell B. Fleming; and Neuse Forest, New 
Bern, Rev. Denver S. Blevins. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in the First Church, 
New Bern, July 14th. 


J. W. Hassell, Stated Clerk, 
Albemarle Presbytery. 





Vian Redeemed 


ADAM, cast from Eden's gate, 

Walks the Garden’s shade today. 
Redeemed from glooms of fear and hate, 
Adam, cast from Eden's gate, 

Won again his lost estate 

In Christ the Son: to whom we pray. 
Adam, cast from Eden's gate, 

Walks the Garden's shade today. 


—Wéill Erwin Wilson. 
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YOU DO NOT BUT 


SIGHT UNSEEN 


One of the most sobering provisions in the proposed Plan of 
Union is this: 


AFTER union has been consummated a committee will be ap- 
pointed, consisting of fifty men, to work out the details of union. 
Of these fifty, fifteen will be members of our present Church. 


This means that the disposition of the vital work which our 
Church is now doing, Boards, Agencies, Institutions, etc., will be 
undecided until after the vote for union is taken. 


Nothing is more calculated to destroy harmony and disrupt 
the work of our Church than such an arrangement. 


In some of the Boards of the respective Churches the philoso- 
phy of work, policies of administration and rates of efficiency 
are glaringly different. With only 30 percent representation on 
the committee to decide future policies it is inevitable that the 
efficiency of our present work and policies will be superseded 
by something entirely different. 


All other questions aside—this alone must destroy the present 
plan for union. 


*) 99 


Have you read “The Reason Why?” Send for a free sample 


copy, or send $4.00 for 100 copies. 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. —— Weaverville, N. C. 
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